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Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Newton Project:

The development of creative economy in China Popular performances by new urban audiences,
reconnecting M50 Creative Park and Shanghai Yue Opera
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Figure 1: 1937 - 50 Moganshan Road Figure 2: 2000 — 50 Moganshan Road Successfully transformed
Shanghai cotton and yarn factory to M50 Creative Park

The Arts and Humanities Research Council (AHRC) Newton Project "Creative Economy in China: Popul
ar Performances by New Urban Audiences, Reconnecting the M50 Creative Industry with Shanghai Yue
Opera” officially commenced in March 2019 for a period of three years.

The project is co-chaired by Professor Huang Chang of the Shanghai Theatre Academy and Profess
or Ma Haili of the University of Leeds, UK. In addition to the Sino-British research team, the industry pa

rtners include the Shanghai Yue Opera Theatre, Shanghai Wang Chong Art Studio, M50 Shanghai Luoc

huan Meiyu Culture Communication Co., Ltd., fully reflecting the combination of creative economic pro

duction and research.
Through mixed reality performance of past and present M50 creative cluster heritage site, this project

Figure 4: 1959 Shanghai textile {Non;en Figure 5: 2019 M50 Textile Women

"Ten Sisters" photo workers Graffiti Art
re-exhibits Yue opera as the unique cultural taste of Shanghai textile women workers, and the soul of M50,
a cotton spinning factory remodeled to a world-renowned Chinese cultural creative park. Research examin
es the historical and current Shanghai women's cultural production and consumption.

In the exhibition of traditional art and modern presentation, this project explores how to strengthen co
operation with small and medium-sized art enterprises and state institutions or the public sector, and in the
process establish a "creative industry chain" to enhance the diversity and sustainable development of Shan
ghai's urban creative economy.

The project will not only conduct a series of research and workshops, build live performance installati
ons, but will also publish and disseminate research results in a variety of ways. These include the M50 and
the Multimedia Project exhibition in Leeds, UK, academic seminars in China and the UK, research reports
for; the Ministry of Culture and Tourism, the Shanghai Municipal People's Government, the British Counci
1 for the Study of The Arts and Humanities, and the editing of the Chinese-British book "Creating Creative
Cities and Creative Industry Chains through Traditional Operas in Shanghai".



